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INTRODUCTION 


TO  THE  OH  AIRMAN  AND  MEMl^>ERR  OE  THE 
ELLESMERE  PORT  URBAN  DISTRUST  (T)ON(AL. 


Nr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  (ientleinen, 

I have  mucdi  pleasure  in  presenting-  this  my  Annual  Report 
on  tlie  work  of  the  Health  Department  for  the  year  1943.  The 
report  continues  in  its  abridged  form  with  population  ligTires 
and  information  regarding  public  utility  undertakings  omitted 
as  instructed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  vital  statistics  are  as  follows : — 

Death  rate  10.01  per  1,000  population;  death  rate  for  1942 
was  8.79.  Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  (1943)  is  12.1. 

Birtli  rate  21.87  per  1,000  population  ; birth  rate  for  1942 
was  19.96.  Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  (1943)  16.5. 

Infant  Mortality  rate  71.3  per  1,000  Live  Births.  The 
rate  for  1942  was  35.8  and  for  1941  72.9.  The  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  (1943)  is  49.0. 

The  shortage  of  houses  still  causes  concern  to  our  depart- 
ment by  reason  of  the  inevitable  overcrowding  that  results  in 
some  districts,  but  in  spite  of  this  the  general  health  of  the 
populace  and  the  standard  of  nutrition  for  the  fourth  year  of 
the  war  do  not  seem  to  be  unduly  impaired. 

The  War-Time  Nurseries  at  Ellesmere  Port  and  Little 
Sutton  have  now  become  well  established  in  the  public  eye, 
and  whilst  attendances  at  the  latter  nursery  show  that  there 
is  still  ample  accommodation  there  for  more  children,  this 
may  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  Little  Sutton  being  a 
residential  district  fewer  of  its  mothers  may  feel  inclined  to 
take  up  voluntarily  full-time  war  work. 

Tlie  average  daily  attendance  at  these  nurseries,  each 
accommodating  50  children,  was  26  for  Ellesmere  Port  and 
18  for  Little  Sutton. 

During  tlie  first  half  of  this  year  the  district  was  visited 
by  a severe  epidemic  of  Diphtheria,  the  worst  of  its  kind  for 
many  years.  The  number  of  proved  positive  cases  totalled  345, 
of  which  7 died.  It  might  be  of  interest  to  point  out  here  that 
of  these  345  cases  of  diphtheria  84  had  been  immunised  against 
the  disease,  but  of  the  7 that  died,  none  had  been  immunised, 
and  1 feel  that  this  fact  is  not  without  significance. 


Immunisation  of  children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  15 
years  has  been  carried  on  at  regnilar  monthly  clinics  both  at 
Ellesmere  Port  and  Little  Sutton  and  it  is  estimated 
that  approximately  85  per  cent,  of  the  children  in  the  district 
have  no\v  been  immunised,  and  this  represents  a very  satis- 
factory proportion. 

In  May  of  this  year  a Scabies  Treatment  Centre  was 
opened  at  First  Aid  Post  No.  1,  the  treatment  being  carried 
out  on  ]nost  mornings  of  the  week  by  full-time  Civil  Defence 
personnel  with  the  addition  of  one  part-time  helper  employed 
by  this  Council.  Up  to  December  31st  of  this  year  1,418  treat- 
ments liad  been  given  and  a total  of  249  children  and  adults 
treated  free  of  charge,  and  in  every  case  tlie  homes  of  the 
infected  persons  have  been  visited  and  inspected  by  our  Sani- 
tary Inspector. 

The  department  has  maintahied  its  viligance  in  the 
inspection  and  sampling  of  foodstuffs,  particularly  milk,  with 
regard  to  general  cleanliness  and  bacterial  content,  and  when- 
ever this  may  not  have  been  up  to  full  standard  steps  hae^e 
been  taken  to  remedy  any  defects. 

The  personnel  of  the  Casualty  Services  has  now  been 
reduced  to  a bare  skeleton  staff,  but  nevertheless  still  functions 
as  an  efficient  service,  ready  if  called  upon  in  the  event  of 
further  incidents  from  enemy  action. 

In  this  connection  it  is  of  interest  to  record  that  our  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector,  as  Pood  Decontamination  Officer,  ably 
assisted  by  his  Pood  Decontamination  Squad,  held  an  exercise- 
demonstration  in  June  of  this  year  showing  how  gas-contam-  i 
inated  foodstuffs  would  be  dealt  with  after  a gas  attack.  The  I 
exercise  was  one  of  the  few  to  be  held  in  this  part  of  the  I 
country,  was  attended  by  Ministry  of  Food  officials  together  : 
with  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ellesmere  Port  Urban 
District  Council,  and  was  full  of  interest  throughout. 

I would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  help  1 
have  received  from  all  quarters  during  this  first  year  as  your  ■ 
Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Such  happy  co-operation 
has  made  comparatively  easy  what  might  have  been  a very  . 
difficult  task  and  I would  like  to  thank  all  Council  officials  and 
those  serving  in  the  various  departments  in  which  I work  for  i 
all  their  kindly  help  and  advice. 

Yours  faithfully, 

K.  C.  KERSHAW, 

Acting  Medical  Office)-  of  Ilcfdfh.  i 


ELLESMERE  PORT  URBAN  DISTRICT 

COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDK'AL  OFFIOER  OF 
HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1943. 


The  Urban  District  of  Ellesmere  Port  includes  the 
parishes  of  Great  Stanney,  Great  Sutton  and  Ince,  and  the 
greater  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Childer  Thornton  and  Little 
Sutton,  also  parts  of  Hooton,  Eastham,  Thornton-le-Moors 
and  Willaston. 

A DM  INFS  TRA  Tl  VE  S TAFF. 

Medical  Office)'  of  Health  : 

AV.  4.  Birchall,  M.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.n.,  U.P.H. 

{Now  serwmg  m H.M.  Forces). 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ; 

K.  C.  Kershaw,  m.r.c.s  (Eng.),  l.r.c.p.  (Loud.). 
Orthopaedic  Surgeon  : T.  Hartley  Martin,  m.b.,  B.ch. 

Aural  Surgeon  : R.  Martin,  m.b.,  B.ch. 

Gynaecologist : Morris  Datnow,  m.b.,  f.r.c.s.  (Edin.). 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector-.  E.  Tuft,  M.R.san.i.,  m.s.i.a. 
Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector:  J.  P.  Goddard,  Cert,  s.i.b. 

(Now  serving  in  H.M.  Forces). 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector : W.  Cornelius,  A.R.san.i.,  m.s.i.a. 
Clerk  in  the  Dep.artnient : R.  K.  Francis 

(Now  serving  in  H.M.  Forces). 
Shorthand^Typist : Miss  E.  Wheeler. 

Temporary  Clerk  : Miss  R.  Lloyd. 

Senior  Health  Visitor : Nurse  M.  B.  Redfern. 

Assistant  Health  Visitors : Miss  K.  McKee. 

Miss  E.  E.  Prescott. 

Clerk,  Welfare  Centre  : Miss  B.  Isaacs. 

All  Officers  employed  are  fully  qualified  for  the  duties 
they  perform  and  are  holders  of  the  recognised  qualifications. 


I’age  Five 


STATISTK^S  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS, 

Area  (acres)  9,144  i 

Number  of  houses  in  the  area  (1941) 7,151  ! 

Rateable  Value £198,000 

Sum  represented  by  the  Penny  Rate £800  ■ 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1943. 

(Compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General). 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 


.A]  ales 

Females 

Total  1 

Legitimate  

293 

276 

569  !( 

Illegitimate  

19 

15 

34M 

312 

291 

603ij( 

Birth  Rate  21.87  per  1,000  population. 

Live  birth  rate 

per  1,000  estimated  resident  population lii 

(1943)  in  148  small 

towns  (population  25,000- 

-50,000 

Censussi 

1931)— 19.4. 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

ilales 

Females 

Totaiyi 

Legitimate  

12 

6 

ISA 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

— 4 

12 

6 

ISA 

Still  birth  rate 

29.00  per  1,000  total  live 

and  still 

births- :f 

or  .65  per '1,000  of  the  population 

The  average  number  of  births  per  annum  in  the  vearsfj 
1928—1942  was  490.  ‘ i 

Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales  1943  16.5  ^ 

Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales  1942  15.8  j 

Birth  Rate  Administrative  County  of  Cheshire  1942  ...  15.9,, 


DEATHS. 

Total  276.  Males  153.  Females  123. 

Death  Rate  10.01  per  1,000  population. 

The  average  number  of  deaths  per  annum  in  the  years  I' 
1928—1942  was  224. 


ICme  Six 


The  percentage  of  deaths  occurring  in  Public  Institutions 
was  52  per  cent. 

Death  Rate — England  and  Wales  12.1  per  1,000  population. 
Death  Rate — 148  Smaller  Towns  12.7  per  1,000  population. 


DEATHS  FHOM  FUERFERAL  ('AiUSEIS. 

Kate  Kate 

])ei'  1,000  per 

total  1,000 

(live  and  still)  Live 

Deaths  Births  Births 

Puer])eral  Sepsis 0 0 0 

Other  Puerjieral  ('"auses  0 0 0 


0 0 0 


The  hgures  for  England  and  Wales  were  ; — 

Death  Kate  per 
1,000  total 
(live  and  still) 
Births 

Puerperal  Sepsis  0.39 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 1.45 


1.84 


DEATH  RATE  OF  INFANTH  UNDER  ONE  YEAR 

OF  AGE. 

IS  umber  Kate 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  43  71.3 

1 Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
j births  37  61.36 

\ Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
! births  6 10.0 


1 The  figures  for  England  and  Wales  were  — 

i All  England  and  AVales  

t 148  smaller  towns  (estimated  resident  po})ula- 
tion  25,000 — 50,000  Census  1931)  

1 126  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  (in- 
j eluding  London)  

London  (Administrative  County)  


49.0 

46.0 

58.0 
58.0 


Ihrar  iS('V(:  n 


Tdhie  of  Infant  Mortality,  1928 — 1942. 


Y ea  r 

Kate  per  1,000 
Births 

Year 

Kate  i)er  1,000 
Births 

1928  

64.0 

1935  

44.6 

1929  

66.0 

1936  

51.7 

1930  

44.0 

1937  

66.2 

1931  ,. 

68.0 

1938  

48.3 

1932  

68.0 

1939  

58  93 

1933  

75.0 

1940  

63.3 

1934  

<...  48.26 

1941  

35.8 

1942  

71.3 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  li 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 11 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 11 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 35  J 


(^AUSES  OF  DEATH. 


ALL  CAUSES 

Males. 

Females 

To  ..a 

1. 

— Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  

— 

— 

2. 

— ^Cerebro-spinal  Fever  





— 

5. 

— Sca/r'let  Fever  



— 

— 

4. 

— Whooping  Cough  

1 

— 

1 

5. 

— Diphtheria  

4 

3 

7 

6. 

— Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 

9 

7 

16 

7. 

— Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  

2 



2 

8. 

— -Syphilis  

1 

— 

1 

9. 

— Influenza  

2 

1 

3 

10. 

— Measles  

1 

— 

1 

11. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio-encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

12. 

— Acute  Infective  Encephalitis  

— 

— 

— 

13. 

— -Cancer  of  the  Mouth,  Oesophagus,  Uterus 

3 

1 

4 

14. 

— -Cancer  of  the  Stomach  and  Duodenum  

2 

2 

! 4 

15. 

— ^Cancer  of  the  Breast  

— 

4 

4 

16. 

— Other  forms  of  Cancer 

10 

13 

23 

17. 

— ^Diabetes  

— 

1 

1 

18. 

— -Intacranial  Vascular  Lesions  

5 

7 

12 

19. 

— ^Heart  Diseases  

40 

34 

74 

20. 

— Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

4 

2 

6 

21. 

— Bronchitis  

11 

4 

15 

22. 

— Pneumonia  

10 

11 

21 

23. 

— Other  Respiratory  Diseases  

1 



1 

24. 

— Ulcer  of  the  Stomach  and  Duodenum  

4 

— 

4 

25. 

— Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  

— 

1 

1 

26. 

— Appendicitis  

3 



3 

27. 

— Other  Digestive  Diseases 

7 

4 

11 

28. 

— Nephritis  

— 

4 

4 

29. 

— Puerperal  and  post-abortive  Sepsis 

— 

— 

30. 

— Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

— 

31. 

— Premature  Birth  

6 

3 

9 

32. 

— 'Congenital  Malformation,  Birth  inuries,  etc.  ... 

7 

6 

13 

33. 

— ^Suicide  

2 

1 

3 

34. 

— Road  Traffic  Accidents  

4 

— 

4 

35. 

— Other  Violent  Causes  

4 

1 

5 

36. 

— All  other  Causes 

10 

13 

23 

153 

123 

276 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  THE  HEALTH 
SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


The  personnel  eoniprising  the  (idndmstrntive  staff, 
together  with  their  quulifieations,  is  indie  at  ed^  at  the 

beginning  of  this  report. 


The  following'  services  are  available  : — 

LABOBATOEY  FACILITIES. 

Chemical  analysis  and  Bacteriological  examinations  of 
water;  also  the  bacteriological  examination  of  milk  are  carried 
out  at  the  expense  of  the  Urban  District. 

The  Clinical  Besearch  Association  and  the  Liverpool  and 
Chester  Laboratories  are  used  for  the  investigation  of  disease 
at  the  public  expense. 

Food  and  Drugs  administration  is  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council  and  their  officers  submit  samjiles  for  examina- 
tion bv  the  Countv  Analvst. 

t « 1 

The  number  of  swabs  examined  for  B.  Diphtheria  was 
1,859. 

There  were  1,855  throat  swabs  of  which  51  were  returned 
positive  and  1,804  negative ; also  4 nasal  swabs  1 of  which 
was  returned  positive  and  3 negative. 

The  number  of  specimens  of  sputa  examined  for  B.  Tuber- 
culosis in  the  County  Laboratory  was  46.  Of  these  4 were 
returned  positive  and  42  negative. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

(a)  For  infectious  cases,  the  Wirral  doint  Hospital  Board 
provides  motor  ambulances  for  the  removal  of  patients  and 
for  the  removal  of  bedding  for  steam  disinfection. 


IRiU’c  Nine 


(b)  For  non-infectious  and  accident  cases,  the  UrbaiiiU 
h)istrict  provides  a motor  ambulance  for  the  use  in  connection  i i [ 
with  the  District  Hospital,  AVhitby.  The  Clatterbridge  (County)  i ^ 
Ceneral  Hospital  has  two  motor  ambulances. 


The  ambulance  services  are  verv  satisfactorv. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 


(a)  Gemeral.  There  is  a District  Nursing  Association 
which  provides  a trained  nurse  in  Ellesmere  Port  whose  ser-  'u 

: i 

vices  are  partially  retained  by  the  Council.  Subscriptions  from  ji 
charitable  persons  and  small  charges  for  services  rendered 
support  the  organisation. 


During  the  year  under  review  the  services  of  a District 
Nurse  w^ere  obtained  for  the  Parish  of  Little  Sutton.  This 
now  appears  to  be  quite  satisfactory. 


(b)  For  Infectious  Diseases.  There  are  no  arrangements 
for  nursing  infectious  cases  in  the  home,  with  the  exception 
of  Pneumonia. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


These  are  held  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre, 
A^ork  Road,  Ellesmere  Port.  A second  Child  W^elfare  Centre 
was  opened  at  Little  Sutton  in  1938  and  full  advantage  has 
been  taken  by  the  residents  in  that  area.  The  work  of  the 
Centres  is  purely  of  an  advisory  nature  and  no  treatment  is 
undertaken. 


Orthopaedic,  Aui'al  and  Ante-natal  (Tinics  are  organised 
under  the  supervision  of  Specialists. 


A school  clinic  with  Dental  and  Ophthalmic  Services,  is  f 
provided  by  the  County  Council  and  is  held  at  the  AVelfare  I 


( 'entre. 


Pa, tie  'I'eii 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

AREA. 


WATEB. 

Tlie  mains  of  the  West  Cheshire  Wate2’  Board  supply 
practically  all  the  entire  area  (with  the  exception  of  Ince), 
and  from  them  there  is  a plentiful  supply  of  excellent  water. 

The  supply  is  laid  into  the  houses  from  the  West  Ches- 
hire AVater  Board's  mains,  with  the  exception  of  a group  of 
sixteen  cottages  in  Stanney  Lane  which  are  supplied  by  three 
stand-pipes,  a pair  of  cottages  at  Netherpool  by  one  stand- 
pipe, a bungalow  and  two  cottages  at  Great  Sutton  by  one  stand- 
pipe, and  a house  in  Little  Sutton  Avhich  obtains  its  supply 
from  a ])rivate  well. 

At  Ince,  water  is  supplied  by  the  Council  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  through  stand-pipes,  by  means  of  a bulk 
supply  obtained  from  the  Chester  Rural  District  Council. 

Four  samples  of  water  were  obtained  during  the  year,  the 
reports  on  these  samples  were  satisfactory,  details  of  which 
are  shown  over-leaf. 
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17th  November,  1943. 
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CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  WATER. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


ANNl^AL  REPORT  OF  THE  (HilEF  SANITARY 


INS]H^]OTOR. 


Summary  of  Inspecfions. 


Result  of  Service  of 

N o t i c e s and  N u m b e i' 
served. 

^ ! 

- 1 

r“  — 

Nature  of  Inspections 

O 

=2 

Form  al 

Com])lii 

with 

Dwelling  Houses  (General)  

Revisits  to  work  in  progress 

170 

478 

170 

20 

152 

38 

Schools  

14 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Back  Yards  

442 

282 

7 

268 

14 

Privies,  Cesspools,  Septic  Tanks 

Drainage  Inspeclions 

4 



— 

— 

— 

. 10 

3 

— 

2 

— 

Drainage  Tests  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ditches  and  Watercourses  

13 

8 

— 

8 



Offensive  Accumulations  

10 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Keeping  of  Animals 

3 

3 

5 

2 

1 

Abattoir  

16 

— 



— 

— 

Food  Premises  

160 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Factories  (Mobile)  

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Factories  (Non-Mobile)  

— 

— 

— 



— 

Cowsheds  

90 

— 



— 

Dairies  and  Purveyors’  Premises 

48 

— 

_ 



— 

Canal  Boats  

26 

— 

— 

— 



Infectious  Diseases.  Enquiries 

573 

— 

— 

— 

Other  visits 

75 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Disinfections 

564 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Verminous  Premises  

110 

45 

1 

1 



Disinfestations  

216 

— 

— 



Scabies  Enquiries 

150 



— 

— 

— 

Other  visits 

13 

— 

— 

— 

Eat  Infestations  

Samples  of  milk  submitted  for 

169 



— 

— 

— 

Bacteriological  examination 

Samples  of  water  submitted  for 

91 

— 

— 

— 

examination  ... 

4 

— 

— 



Shop  Acts,  Inspections 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Reference  to  other  Departments 

3 

— 

I 

Interviews 

74 



— 





Refuse  Disposal  Site  

11 



— 

— 

1 — 

Miscellaneous  Visits  

205 

1 

■ 

1 

TOTALS  

3745 

518 

31 

1 421 

1 53 
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It  will  be  noticed  that  two  new  items  are  included  in  this 
year's  summary,  namely,  Scabies  enquiries  and  visits,  and  Rat 
Infestations. 


In  the  former  instance,  all  cases  of  Scabies  reported  are 
visited  and  any  contacts  affected  not  receiving-  treatment  are 
sent  on  behalf  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  Clinic 
01'  to  their  own  doctor. 

In  relation  to  Rat  Infestation,  the  inspections  carried  out 
were  mainlv  in  connection  with  the  Survev  of  the  District. 
This  as  will  be  remembered  was  the  result  of  a direction  served 
by  the  Ministry  of  Food  on  all  Imcal  Authorities  requesting 
the  survev  to  be  made. 

Negotiations  are  still  in  progress  relative  to  the  power  for 
dealing  with  such  infestations. 


FVBLK'  HEALTH  dC7h  11)36. 

In  two  instances,  warning  letters  were  sent  by  the  Clerkj 
of  the  Council,  to  the  owners  concerned,  in  respect  of  the  non- 
compliance  with  Statutoi'}^  Notices  served  ui)on  them  under 
this  Act,  prior  to  any  legal  proceedings  being  instituted  against 
them.  One  notice  was  complied  with  satisfactorily  and  no 
further  action  was  necessary.  In  the  remaining  instance  legal 
proceedings  were  instituted  to  secure  compliance.  This  prose- 
cution was  successful. 

A further  instance  for  prosecution  was  jiending  at  the 
close  of  the  year. 

Certificates  were  issued  to  local  builders  in  49  instances, 
to  support  their  applications  for  Controlled  materials  and 
‘ carry  out  essential  repairs  to  property  in  this  district.  Each 
I application  was  successful. 

It  is  being  found  increasingly  difficult  to  secure  the  com- 
( pletion  of  repairs  to  houses.  This  is  due  primarily  to  the 
I shortage  of  labour  available. 

j RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  INTEREST  (Restrictions}  ACT. 

One  application  was  received  under  the  above  Act,  request- 
ji  ing  a certificate  that  the  house  was  not  in  a reasonable  state 
t of  re])air.  A certificate  was  issued. 


I’aLre  Fiftec'ii 


EHADK  ^ATION  OF  BED-BUGS. 


The  number  of  houses  found  to  be  infested  during’  the 
year  was  ; — 

(a)  Council  Houses 17 

(b)  Other  Houses  23 

(c)  Number  Disinfested 40 

(d)  Total  Visits  lD5 

The  standard  of  cleanliness  in  certain  sections  of  the  dis- 
trict has  deteriorated  and  it  appears  to  be  quite  an  easy  matter 
to  locate  as  many  verminous  houses  as  can  be  dealt  with  in 
any  one  year. 

The  number  of  verminous  Council  houses  treated  show  an 
increase  of  7 over  the  previous  year. 

The  methods  employed  for  freeing  infested  houses  from 
bed-bugs  consists  of  (1)  the  removal  of  picture  moulding,  arch- 
itraves and  the  skirting  boards,  and  whilst  these  are  being 
removed  a blow-lamp  is  used ; (2)  the  walls,  ceilings  and  floors, 
etc.,  are  sprayed  with  a fluid  insecticide  (Zaldecide  and  Kill- 
gercide)  with  satisfactory  results;  (3)  bedding  is  subjected  to 
steam  disinfection. 

Further  visits  are  paid  at  varying  intervals  up  to  three 
weeks  and  the  house  alternately  fumigated  and  sprayed  during 
this  period. 

The  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Local 
Authority  through  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

STEAM  DISINFECTION  OF  BEDDING. 

The  arrangements  in  being  with  the  Sanitary  Department, 
Bebington  for  this  work,  continues  to  operate  satisfactorily. 

187  beds  and  bedding,  and  86  blankets,  excluding  private 
firms,  were  removed  for  steam  disinfection. 

The  cost  for  the  year  for  this  work  was  £70. 15s. 

£20. 6s.  was  recovered  from  private  firms  in  accordance  with 
arrangements  made  with  the  Department. 


I’atre  Sixtxu'n 


HOUSING 


1.  Inspection  of  DwelUnp-honses  dunng  the  year. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  the  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts) 170 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose 478 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included 

under  sub-head  1)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli- 
dated Regulations  1925  and  1932  Nil. 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in 

a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  3 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
formal  notice. 


Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Ijocal 
Authority  or  their  Officers 3 

l^ag'e  Sevt'ntccMi 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  (piriny  the  year  : — 

.1.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  (md  16  of  the 
J/ousiny  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren- 
dered fit  after  service  of  Formal  Notices — 

(a)  By  Owners Nil. 

(b)  By  Ijocal  Authority  Nil. 

B.  Proceedings  under  the  Puhlic  Health  Acts. 

fl)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  rectuiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  20 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  - houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  servme  of 
Formal  Notices — 

(a)  By  Owners  l-t 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  Nil. 

(c)  Remaining  in  hand 6 

r.  Proceedings  under  Sectums  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  demolition  orders  were  made Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

])ursuance  of  demolition  orders  Nil. 

1).  Proceedings  Hinder  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  Nil.  , 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 

room  having  been  rendered  fit Nil.  . 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

There  are  33  registered  cowkeepers,  15  dairies  and  l4 
milk  shops  in  the  district.  In  addition  14  milk  purveyors  bring 
milk  into  the  district  from  outside  and  there  are  3 registered 
wliolesalers  resident  outside  the  area. 

The  Register  shows  the  following  entries: — 

Cowkeepers  (Wholesale  Producers)  23 

Cowkeepers  (Retail  Producers)  10 

Dairies  and  Milk-shops  29 

Total  registered  milk  dealers  in  the  district...  62 

AVholesalers  resident  outside  the  district  ...  3 

Retailers  distributing  milk  into  the  district 
from  outside  14 

Total  number  of  milk  dealers  on  the  register  79 

91  samples  of  Milk  were  obtained  for  examination  and 
sent  to  the  bacteriologist  for  examination.  Each  sample  taken 
at  the  farms  was  done  so  during  the  early  morning  milking 
and  examined  as  follows : — 

Accredited  Farms — Standard  for  this  designation  plus 
examination  for  Tuberculosis. 

(U)mynercial  Farms — Tuberculosis,  Bacillus  coli  and  (Colonv 

• K' 

Count. 

Of  the  43  samples  examined  for  Tuberculosis  one  was 
; returned  positive  showing  a percentage  of  2.3  on  the  number 
^ examined.  This  is  a decrease  on  the  previous  year's  figure  of 
s 6.8.  In  respect  of  the  positive  sample  two  cows  were  slaughtered 
: under  the  Tuberculosis  Order.  The  sample  was  obtained  during 
the  early  morning  delivery  from  a retailer  in  the  district  who 
is  an  accredited  producer  outside  the  area. 
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Every  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  sampling  of  Milk  in  | 
an  endeavour  to  obtain  a high  standard  of  cleanliness  both  in  j 
production  and  handling.  Of  these  samples  examined  44  or  1 
48  per  cent,  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  When  a samjole  t 
obtained  from  a farm  in  the  district  fails  the  prescribed  test, 
a visit  is  paid  in.  each  instance  to  the  farm  in  order  to  give 
advice  where  necessary.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  appro- 
priate Local  Authority  is  informed  of  any  samples  found  on 
examination  not  satisfactory  and  which  were  from  persons 
retailing  milk  in  the  district  but  resident  outside. 

The  closest  co-operation  is  afforded  by  the  County  Public  i 
Health  Department  through  the  Assistant  County  Sanitary 
Inspector,  in  matters  relative  to  accredited  farms  and  this  is  i 
greatly  appreciated. 

Two  Dealers^  Licences  are  issued  by  the  Local  Authority 
under  the  IMilk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 

FOOD  AND  DHUOIS  AFT,  1938.  | 

Food  Fi'emises.  No  applications  for  registration  of  food 
])remises  were  received  during  the  year  under  review. 

There  are  58  premises  in  the  district  registered  under 
Section  14  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act. 

Careful  attention  has  been  paid  to  all  food  premises  and 
160  visits  were  paid  during  the  year.  The  standard  of  clean- 
liness is  satisfactory. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Assistance  in  this  important  work  was  still  being  given  to 
Bebington  at  the  commencement  of  the  year.  For  the  reasons 
mentioned  in  the  previous  year’s  report  no  further  help  Avas 
given  after  3rd  March,  1943. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals  inspected,  , 
and  the  number  of  whole  carcases,  portions  of  carcases  and 
organs  rejected  on  account  of  their  unfitness  for  human  con- 
sumption. 

The  total  Aveight  rejected  Avas  14cAAds.  931bs. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle  excluding 

Cows 

i 

Cows 

1 

Calves 

X 

£ 

G 

37 

Cj 

x: 

Oi 

X' 

tti 

Total 

Nuinber  killed 

20 

32 

92 

885 



1029 

Number  inspected  

20 

32 

92 

885 

- — • 

1029 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 

condemned  

6 

50 

56 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than 

Tuberculosis  

18.7 

5.6 

5.4 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

1 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

4 

19 

25 

Percentages  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  

25 

62.5 

2.4 

In  addition  to  the  above,  seven  pigs  were  inspected  in 
connection  with  slaughtering  under  licence  from  the  Ministry 
of  Food  as  regards  cottagers  pig.  There  were  no  rejections. 

The  inspection  of  these  pigs  were  carried  out  only  by  the 
co-operation  of  the  owner  informing  the  Department  as  there 
is  no  legal  obligation  for  the  owners  to  submit  the  carcases 
for  inspection  when  it  is  for  their  own  consumption,  conse- 
quently, the  figure  given  does  not  represent  the  total  number 
slaughtered. 
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93  spciai  visits  were  paid  to  food  premises  at  the  request 
of  the  owners,  the  following  foods  were  rejected  : — 

32  (61b.)  tins  Meat  (Various  types). 

23  (2|lb.)  tins  Meat  (Various  Types). 

22  (Iflb.)  tins  Meat  (Various  Types). 

16  (12oz.)  tins  Meat  (Various  Types). 

604  this  Milk.  105  tins  Fruit. 

136  tins  Fish.  110  tins  Vegetables. 

21  tins  Soup.  14  tins  dam. 

Blown  Tins  and  Decomposition. 


25  lbs.  Dried  Fruit — Mould. 
123  lbs.  Meat — Bone  Taint. 

14^1bs.  Bacon — Bone  Taint. 
168  lbs.  Fish. 

20^1bs.  Meat. 

208  lb's.  Mixed  Vegetables. 
35^1bs.  Bacon. 

5 lbs.  Horlicks  Milk. 

179  packets  Savoury  Mixture. 


251  bottles  Sauce. 

33  lbs.  Cheese. 

13  lbs.  Butter. 

18  cwts.  Potato(iS. 

14  lbs.  Sugar. 

1 jar  Ivemon  Cheese. 

1 bottle  Lemon 

Flavouring. 
10  lbs.  Pea  Flour. 

9 sacks  Flour. 

199  sacks  Wheat. 


138  packets  Pancake  Mixture. 

207  packets  Porridge  Powder. 

Unfit  for  Human  Consumption. 


Total  AVeight  (approximately)  : 17  tons  6 cwts.  19  lbs. 


DECONTAMINATION  OF  FOODSTUFFS. 

The  scheme  for  this  important  work  is  complete  and  all 
enrolled  volunteers  fully  trained.  Regular  meetings  are  held 
weekly  at  the  Depot. 

An  exercise  was  held  during  the  year  at  Stud  Farm  Depot 
and  was  attended  by  a large  number  of  people  from  neigh- 
bouring authorities  and  kindred  services.  Amongst  the  visitors 
present  was  Sir  Thomas  Jones  of  the  Alinistry  of  Food  who 
witnessed  his  first  exercise  in  connection  with  the  work.  The 
squads  worked  well  and  earned  the  praise  which  was  given 
to  them,  for  without  their  support,  the  exercise  would  not 
have  been  the  success  it  was. 

In  accordance  with  a Circular  issued  by  the  Alinistry  of 
Home  Security  the  personnel  establishment  of  the  food  squads 
was  reduced  during  the  year  from  40  to  20  volunteers. 


'r\vcMity-t\v(i. 


Exception  was  taken  to  this  by  the  Divisional  Gas  Liaison 
Officer  who  maintained  the  strength  of  the  squads  should  be 
42  for  this  district.  At  the  time  of  this  report  no  confirmation 
has  been  received  other  than  that  of  the  figure  of  20  volunteers 
given  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Cheshire  County  Council  in  a Circula*: 
letter  issued  October,  1943. 

CAAAL  BOAT^. 

26  boats  were  inspected  during  the  year,  and  these  were 
registered  to  carry  59  adults  and  10  children. 

The  actual  number  found  to  be  in  occupation  was  50  adults 
and  17  children. 

No  Statutory  Notices  were  served. 

SAMPLING  OF  FOOD  AND  DFIJGS. 

The  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Weights  and  Measures  Depart- 
ment to  the  Cheshire  County  Council  has  kindly  supplied  me 
with  the  following  particulars  and  report  of  samples  obtained 
in  the  Urban  District  of  Ellesmere  Port  and  forwarded  to  the 
Public  Analvst  during  the  vear  ended  the  31st  December,  1943. 


List  of  Sarwjjles  obtained  in  the  Ellesmere  Port  Urban 
District  during  the  year  ended  31.s7  December,  1943. 


Name  of  Sample 

Number  of 
Samples 
obtained. 

Number  adulterated  or 
not  up  to  the  recognised 
standard  of  quality 

Boric  Ijint  

1 



Bun  Flour  

1 



Boracic  Acid  

2 ... 



Bicarbonate  of  Soda  

1 



Cocoa  

1 



Continental  Mustard  

1 



Coffee  

2 



Epsom  Salts  Tablets 

1 

— — 

Epsom  Salts  

1 



Fish  Paste  

1 



Glycerine  Honey,  etc 

1 

— 

Glauber  Salts  

1 



Ground  Ginger  

2 

~ 

Horseradish  Cream  

1 



Eiquorice  Paraffin  

1 

— 

Liquorice  Powder  

1 

— 

Milk  

42 

9 

Meat  Paste  

1 

— 

Malt  Vinegar  

3 ... 

— 

Olive  Oil  Substitute  

1 

— 

Oatmeal  

1 



Pepper  

1 

^ ^ ^ 

Pepper  Compound  

1 



Potassium  Iodide  

1 



Salt  

1 



Stomach  Powder 

1 



Seidlitz  Powder  

1 

1 

73 

10 
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It  will  be  observed  that  nine  samples  of  milk  are  reported 
ag-ainst,  but  the  outstanding  point  about  this  is  that  all  these 
samples  were  in  connection  with  milk  sold  by  one  retailer. 

The  story  starts  in  February,  1943,  when  complaints  came  . 
into  this  office,  regarding  the  quality  of  milk  sold  by  a certain 
retailer.  As  the  allegations  were  so  serious  it  was  decided  to 
test  the  actual  milk  delivered  at  the  houses  of  two  of  the  com- 
plainants, this  Avas  done  by  taking  informal  samples  from  the 
householders — and  the  samples  were  certified  to  contain  33.1 
per  cent,  and  19  per  cent,  of  extraneous  water  respectively. 
Following  this  proof  of  the  allegations,  two  formal  samples 
were  purchased  from  the  retailer’s  cart  and  the  milk  in  these 
bottles  was  found  to  contain  23.6  per  cent,  and  21.3  per  cent, 
of  extraneous  water  respectively.  Accordingly  the  retailer  was 
t)rosecuted  and  fined  £5  and  10/6d.  costs  in  each  case. 

Even  so,  further  complaints  continued  to  arrive  and  in 
May  three  further  bottles  were  purchased  from  this  milk-seller 
whilst  he  was  retailing  in  the  street,  and  these  Avere  found  to 
contain  5.2,  1.9,  and  4.1  per  cent,  of  extraneous  Avater  respect- 
ively. Legal  proceedings  were  again  instituted  and  this  time 
the  man  was  fined  £25  and  £2. 2s.  costs. 

Things  Avent  quiet  for  a time  then  in  November  complaints 
were  renewed  and  two  further  bottles  were  immediately  pur- 
chased— one  was  certified  as  containing  11.1  per  cent,  of 
extraneous  Avater  and  the  other  10.6  per  cent.  A summons  was 
issued  in  respect  of  each  sample  and  the  Justices  imposed  a 
penalty  of  £10  and  10/6d.  costs  in  each  case. 

The  only  other  sample  reported  against  Avas  a sample  of 
Seidlitz  Powder  found  to  be  24  per  cent,  deficient  in  Tartaric 
Acid  and  20  per  cent,  deficient  in  Sodium  Bicarbonate — the 
powder  had  been  packed  by  a very  Avell-known  firm  of  manu- 
facturing chemists  and  after  the  fullest  investigation  by  the 
packers  it  Avas  not  found  possible  to  say  hoAv  the  error 
occurred. 

Twcnty-i'ou  r. 


yOTlFlABLE  D18EABEH  BERING  THE  YEAR.  1943. 


DISEASE. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Total  cases 
admitted  to 
Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  

72 

Diphtheria  

545 

544 

7 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

Measles  

283 

NiJ 



Whooping  Cough  

5 

Nil. 

— 

Meningitis  

4 

3 

2 

727 

421 

10 

Of  the  345  eases  of  Diphtheria  84  were  stated  to  have  been 
immunised. 


TABLE  SHOWING  DISTRIBUTION  IN  WARDS  OF 
NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE  ('ASES. 


Disease 

X 

d 

c 

C 

North  West 

j 

South 

Whitby 

Stanney 

Victoria 

Pool  and 
Hooton 

Childer 

Thornton 

Little,  Sutton 

Great  Sutton 

Grange 

Ince 

Total 

1 

j Scarlet  Fever 

3 

5 

5 

5 

4 

15 

9 

1 1 

16  1 

8 

18 

_ 

85 

i Diphtheria 

38 

22 

85 

10 

10 

80 

18 

1 1 

20  [ 

8 

52 

1 

345 

3 Pneumonia 

1 

— 

2 1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 1 

1 1 

. — 

— 

— 

5 

i Meningitis  

— ■ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 1 

_ 1 

— 

1 

— 

4 

fWhooping  Cough.. 

1 

1 1 

1 

— 

— - 

— 

, — 1 

— 1 

— 

2 

5 

* Measles  

39 

40 

43 

27 

16 

41 

24 

i .1  1 

12  1 

3 

37 

283 

i)  Pulmonary 
: Tuberculosis 

2 

1 

3 1 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 1 

2 1 

1 

4 

— 

18 

o'Non-pulmon.  do. 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 1 

1 1 

1 

— 

7 

104  1 

67 

140  1 

45  1 

30  1 

142  1 

53  ! 

3 t 

52  1 

20 

115 

1 1 

752 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  Periods 


JNew  Cases. 


Deaths 


Pulmonary. 
M F 


Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary. 
M F M F 


Non- 

Pulmonary 
M F 


0 — 1 year 

■ ■ 

j 







— 1 

— . - 



1 — 5 years 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— ■ 1 

1 

— 

5 — 15  years 

— 

— 1 

1 

1 

— 

— 1 

1 

— 

15 — 25  years  ...  

9 

1 1 

2 

— 

3 

1 1 

— 

— 

25 — 35  years  

— 

3 1 

— 

— 

— 

1 1 

— 



35 — 45  years  

2 

— 1 

— 

— 

— 

— i 

— 

— 

45 — 55  years 

2 

— 1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

55 — 65  years 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards  

— 

1 1 

— 

— 

— 

1 1 

— 

— 

13 

5 1 

4 

3 

4 

3 1 

2 

— 
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ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC 


Dp.  Hartley  Martin  reports  as  follows: — 

I have  the  honour  to  report  on  the  work  done  at  the 
Ellesmere  Port  Orthopaedic  Clinic  during  the  12  months  ended 
December,  1943. 

15  sessions  have  been  held  at  which  93  new  cases  have 
been  seen  and  266  re-examinations  made  — - an  average  of  23 
cases  per  session. 


These  figures  are  given  below  in  greater  detail : — 


1 71  relation 

to  School  Age  : 

New  Cases — 

Under 

of  Over 

Non-Tuberculous 

57 

38  — 

Tuberculous  

2 

1 — 

I\  e~E xamin ations— 

Non-Tuberculous 

...  137 

115  3 

Tuberculous  

2 

7 2 

Table  1 shows  all  cases  on 

the  clinic  register  arranged 

disease  categories  and  age 

groups.  The 

number  of  cases 

discharged  are  also  shown,  the  reason  for  discharge  being  given. 

The  work  done  by  the  Massage  and  Remedial  Exercise 
Department  (twice  weekly  sessions)  continued  to  give  great 
help  in  preventive  and  curative  treatment. 

739  treatments  have  been  given  to  the  38  eases  on  the 
M assage  Register,  12  new  cases  have  been  referred  foi*  treat- 
ment and  22  discharged. 

Table  2 shows  these  cases  analysed  into  disease  groups  and 
age  categories.  By  means  of  the  attendance,  the  proportion  of 
the  Masseuse’s  time  devoted  to  each  age  group  can  be  deduced. 


Twenty-seven. 


Ellesmere  Port  Orthopaedic  Clinic. 


Return  for  the  Yea 

ir  1943. 

Visits  by  the  Surgeon  

• • • • • • » 

15 

Attendances  by  the  Orthopaedic  Sister 

..  48 

New  Cases  Examined  

...  • . • 

. . 93 

Be-Examinations  

...  ... 

..  266 

.1  nalysis  of  Cases. 

Under  School 

Of  School 

Over 

School 

Age. 

Age. 

Age 

New  Cases  ; — Bovs  Girls 

Bovs  Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Non-Tuberculous  ...  28  24 

20  18 

— 

- — 

Tuberculous  1 1 

1 — 

— 

— 

R e-Examina tions  : — 

Non-Tuberculous  ...  63  74 

74  41 

1 

2 

Tuberculous  2 

— 7 

1 

1 

Massage  and  Remedial  Exercise  Department. 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Number  of  Patients  Treated  

21 

17 

38 

Number  of  Attendances  of  Cases  ... 

456 

283 

739 

Number  of  New  Cases  referred  for 

treatment  

5 

7 

12 

Number  of  Cases  in  which  treatment 

has  been  terminated 

12 

10 

22 

Analysis  of  Non-Tuherculous  Cases  included 

in  above  Return. 

Under  School  Of  School  Over  School 
Age.  Age.  Age 

Bovs  (rirls  Bovs  Cfirls  Bovs  Girls 

Attending  School — — — — — — 

Not  Attending  School...  — — — — — — 

Attending  Special  School  — — — — — — 
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PERCENTAGES  86  per  cent.  14  per  cent. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 


The  following  report  is  supplied  by  the  Senior  Health 
Visitor. 

NOTIFU'ATION  OF  BlFTHS  AND  HEALTH 

VI  SETS. 


During  the 


year  585  births  w^ere  notified,  of  these  19  were 


still-births. 


190  of  these  occurred  in  Spital  Maternity  Hospital. 
19  in  Chester  Nursing  Home. 

2 in  Bromborough  Nursing  Home. 

2 in  Heswall  Nursing  Home. 

1 in  West  Kirby  Nursing  Home. 

1 in  Birkenhead  Nursing  Home. 

1 in  Hoole  Nursing  Home. 

1 in  Egerton  Nursing  Home. 

1 in  Waterloo  Nursing  Home. 

1 in  (Irevstone  Nursing  Home. 

1 in  Chester  City  Hospital. 


Victoria  Ward  

105 

Great  Sutton  

....  20 

Grange  

79 

Wolverham  

....  13 

Little  Sutton  

76 

Ince  

....  12 

North  West  

70 

Childer  Thornton  

10 

South  

68 

North  East  

....  9 

Whitby  

62 

Hooton  

....  6 

Overpool  

54 

Stannev  

1 

Thii-t,y-())U’ 


8742  visits  were  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  in  the  homes 
during-  the  year  as  follows  : — 


1st  visits  to  infants  

lie-visits  to  infants  

Re-visits  to  children,  1 — 5 years 
Visits  to  school  Children 

Incidental  Ausits  

Pre-Natal  visits  


623 

3096 

4290 

100 

399 

234 

8742 


Routine  visits  are  paid  at  regmlar  intervals  to  babies  from 
the  time  the  midwife  finishes  her  attendance  till  the  child 
enters  school  at  five  years  of  age. 


Instructions  and  advice  are  given  on  the  care  and 
management  of  young  children,  diet,  general  rules  of  health 
and  hygiene — the  primary  object  being  the  prevention  of  ill- 
health  and  disease.  For  this  purpose  information  is  given 
systematically  on  vaccination  and  immunisation  against  diph- 
theria. Minor  ailments  are  dealt  with,  but  in  the  more  serious 
conditions  the  mother  is  always  advised  to  see  her  oAvn  doctor. 
Any  sanitary  defects  found  in  the  house  are  referred  to  the 
Sanitary  Inspector.  The  advice  of  the  nurse  is  often  sought  in 
the  matters  relating  to  the  family  budget,  economic  difficulties 
and  problems  arising  from  war-time  conditions. 


All  mothers  attending  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  are  visited 
in  their  homes  if  they  do  not  appear  at  the  Clinic  at  the 
regular  intervals. 

Visits  to  school  children  include  visits  to  foster  children, 
visits  to  cases  of  infectious  diseases.  Diphtheria  contacts  have 
swabs  taken  when  necessary  and  children  discharged  from 
hospital  after  Diphtheria  and  vScarlet  Fever  are  Ausited  also. 


Thirty-two. 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  MILK  AND  VITAMINS. 


Vitamins  are  now  supplied  at  the  Milk  Office  and  at  the 
Little  Sutton  Centre  on  Friday  afternoons. 

ANTENATAL  CLINI(\ 

This  clinic  is  held  weeklv  on  Wednesdav  afternoons. 

432  mothers  attended  for  the  first  time. 

1687  further  attendances  were  made. 

14  mothers  attended  for  a post-natal  examination. 

2133  attendances  in  all. 

Percentage  of  attendance  in  relation  to  births  73  per 
cent.,  an  increase  on  last  year. 

STILLBIRTHS. 

19  still-births  were  i^egistered — these  were  due  to  the 


following  causes  : — - 

Abnormalitv  of  Foetus  9 

As])hyxia  2 

Pre-natal  shock 1 

Albuminuria  1 

No  apparent  cause 3 

Prematurity  2 

Difficult  labour 1 


11  of  these  attended  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic.  In  nine  case.s 
their  confinement  took  place  in  hospital. 

Of  the  11  who  attended  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic, 

6 were  due  to  abnormality  of  foetus. 

2 to  Prematurity. 

1 to  pre-natal  shock. 

1 to  no  apparent  cause. 

1 to  difficult  labour. 

A larger  proportion  than  usual  of  these  still-births  occurred 
in  cases  which  had  attended  the  Ante  Natal  Clinic,  but  it  will 
[ be  noted  that  half  of  them  were  due  to  abnormality  of  foetus, 
5 a cause  which  was  not  due  to  poor  ante-natal  care. 


Thirty-thi-eo. 


INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE. 

41  infants  died  under  the  age  of  one  year. 

11  children  died  between  the  age  of  one  and  five  years. 


The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  : — 


Under  one  year. 

Over  one  year. 

Convulsions  

5 

Diphtheria 

2 

Atelectasis 

3 

Broncho-pneumonia 

o 

Broncho-pneumonia 

9 

Heart  Disease 

1 

Marasmus 

3 

Meningitis 

] 

Prematurity  

5 

Shock 

1 

Diaphragmatic  Hernia  . . . 

1 

Cardiac  Failure  

1 

Meningitis 

1 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

1. 

Acute  Capillary  Bronchitis 

1 

EarH  Bilateral  Pneumonia 

-- 

Bronchitis 

1 

Atelectasis 

i. 

Toxaemia 

1 

Primarv  Broncho- 

t' 

pneumonia  ... 

1 

Hydrocephalus 

■2 

Meningocele  

1 

Malformation  

1 

Pneumonia 

2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . . . 

1 

Enteritis  

1 

Asphyxia 

2 

34  of  these  deaths  occurred  during  the  first  three  months, 
of  these  19  died  in  the  first  month  and  12  in  the  first  week. 


HOME  HELP  SCHEME. 

A full-time  Home  Help  is  now  established  and  will  prove 
of  great  value.  The  appointment  was  only  made  two  weeks 
before  the  end  of  the  year  so  no  report  on  the  work  is  yet 
available.  It  can  be  stated  however  that  patients  have  already 
booked  her  services  up  to  the  end  of  April.  It  should  be  noted 
that  the  Home  Help  Scheme  is  primarily  intended  for  the 
benefit  of  maternitv  cases. 


rhii'ty-IOur. 


INFEi'TIOV^  DIFKAEEF. 


Diphtheria. 

436  children  under  five  years  \yere  inoculated  ay^ainst 
Diphtheria. 

283  school-children  were  also  done. 

An  arrangement  is  made  with  the  Head  Teacher  to  give 
tlie  mother  a consent  form  when  the  child  enters  school.  It 
this  is  signed,  the  teacher  brings  down  her  new  children  at  the 
l)eginning  of  each  term. 

''  In  an  efl'ort  to  check  the  Diphtheria  epidemic  that  occurred 
during  the  latter  quarter  of  1942,  the  swabbing  of  contacts 
was  continued. 

1732  swabs  were  taken  and  of  these 
43  were  ])ositive. 

Ecarlet  Fever. — 4 children  discharged  from  Hospital  were  seen, 
3ica.s7c.s-. — 188  cidldren  were  Ausited. 

hooping  (Augh. — 151  children  were  visited. 

Chiclien  Pox. — 9 children  were  visited. 

AURAL  (AAN[(\ 

This  Clinic  is  held  monthly. 

67  children  attended  for  the  first  time. 

25  re-visits  were  made  making  a total  attendance  of  92. 

We  were  glad  to  welcome  Dr.  Martin  back  again.  It  i.s 
gratifying  to  note  that  he  is  pleased  with  the  system  in  opera- 
tion. Children  requiring  daily  attention  respond  quickly  to 
treatment.  Those  who  do  not  attend  regmlarly  are  visited  in 
their  homes  and  encouraged  to  take  advantage  of  the  facilities 
offered. 

93  of  these  treatments  were  given. 

'ISOrty-fivi.' 


0 RT  HO  FA  EDK^  CLINK'. 


3 sessions  are  held  in  two  months  on  Monday  afternoons. 

2 sessions  are  held  for  massag'e  and  remedial  exercises  on 
Monday  and  Thursday  afternoons. 

A separate  report  is  !;>iven  by  Dr.  Hartley  Martin. 

MOT  II ERC  RAFT  TO  S(  'HOOLGIRLS. 

The  pressure  of  work  this  year  has  made  it  impossible  to 
visit  the  Housewifery  Centres,  but  we  are  hoping*  to  do  more 
'iin  this  direction  in  the  coming*  years,  as  it  is  generally  felt 
that  education  of  the  schoolgirl  in  matters  of  this  kind  can 
have  a far  reaching  effect. 

INFANT  LIFE  PROTIK'TION. 

1 foster  mother  was  entered  on  the  register  as  the  4 other 
children  from  previous  years  were  returned  to  their  motheiV'^ 
or  adopted. 

9 adoptions  took  place  under  Section  7 (c). 

All  these  children  are  under  supervision.  They  are  in 
good  homes  and  are  being*  well  cared  for. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

Two  sessions  are  held  weeklv  at  Ellesmere  Port  on  Tuesday 

c t. 

and  Fridav  afternoons  and  once  weeklv  at  Little  Sutton  on 

1/  t/ 

Mondav  afternoons. 

* 

LITTLE  SUTTON 


First  visits  of  mothers  

429 

148 

First  visits  of  infants  

328 

131 

First  visits  of  children, 

1 — 5 vears 

123 

30 

880 

309 

Revisits  of  mothers 

4369 

2426 

Revisits  of  infants  

3867 

2035 

Revisits  of  children,  1 — 5 years 

815 

549 

9051 

5010 

Thii'ty-six. 


JVn'centa^e  of  attendaooe  in  relation  to  Live  births  80 
j)er  cent. 


830  eonsultations  were  held  ])y  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
5 children  were  found  to  be  sufterino-  from  carious  teeth, 
b children  were  referred  to  the  Aural  Clinic. 

2 children  were  referred  to  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

2 children  were  referred  for  the  treatment  of  Eye  defects. 

1 child  was  referred  to  the  District  He«])ital  for  Sun-Ray 
treatment. 

233  consultations  were  held  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Healtn 
at  Little  Sutton. 

5 children  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  carious  teeth. 

3 children  were  referred  to  the  Aural  Clinic. 

3 children  were  referred  to  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

3 children  Avere  referred  for  the  treatment  of  Eye  defects. 

Neither  of  these  centres  could  be  efficiently  administered 
Avithout  the  valuable  aid  of  the  Voluntary  Committee,  who  give 
1 unstinted  seiwice  to  the  mothers.  Their  unfailing  enthusiasm 
helps  in  a large  measure  to  create  an  atmosphere  that  makes 
the  centres  attractive  to  the  mothers. 

The  centre  at  Little  Sutton  is  growing  considerably  and 
i there  the  duty  of  distributing  vitamins  has  been  undertaken 
! exclusively  by  Councillor  Mrs.  Collin,  and  Mrs.  Deakins  who 
: give  an  extra  afternoon  in  the  Aveek  for  this  purpose. 

CLERK^AL  WORK. 

i Mdfcniify  and  Ohild  Welfare. 

Notification  of  Birth  Register  is  kept  and  a record  card 
n made  for  each  child. 

AVeekly  returns  of  these  births  are  made  to  the  CountA 
f INFedical  Officer  and  the  Registrai*. 

i 

i Thirty-seven. 


JJetails  of  each  visit  paid  are  entered  on  the  child’s  card 
and  any  reference  to  attendance  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre, 
so  that  a complete  medical  history  is  given  to  the  School  Medical 
Officer  on  the  child’s  first  school  medical  examination.  Five 
hundred  odd  births  a year  mean  that  2,500  of  these  records 
are  made.  A daily  record  of  visits  is  kept.  In  respect  of  some 
of  these  cases,  letters  and  reports  have  often  to  be  v^^ritten. 

Last  year  I had  to  report  on  a great  deal  of  negligence  in 
the  homes  of  the  young  children.  This  year  I am  happy  to 
state  that  there  has  been  a definitement  improvement.  Mothers 
seem  to  be  taking  advantage  of  the  benefits  of  the  Day  Nur- 
series and  Nursery  Classes  at  school,  and  the  health  of  the 
toddlers  has  shown  a marked  improvement  from  this  specialized 
care.  It  gives  us  a great  deal  of  pleasure  to  visit  the  nurseries 
and  be  welcomed  by  these  bright  faced  children  who  look 
thoroughly  happy. 

The  British  Restaurants  have  played  their  part.  The 
majority  of  our  mothers  use  them  to  the  full  advantage,  and 
the  nutrition  of  the  children  benefited  from  the  well  balanced, 
well  cooked  meals  they  are  getting  more  regularly  than  of  old. 

Welfare  Cenire. 

A register  is  kept  and  a record  of  each  attendance,  par- 
ticulars of  doctor’s  consultations  and  reference  to  other  clinics. 

. in te-Niitid  (J linie . 

A register  is  kept  and  a record  card  of  each  patient,  his- 
tory taken,  tests  made  and  blood  pressure  taken.  Admission 
forms  for  hospital  must  be  completed,  sent  weekly,  checked  on 
return  and  entered  in  the  register.  A medical  certificate  is 
given  to  each  new  patient  in  order  that  she  may  obtain  her 
extra  clothing  coupons,  milk,  cod  liver  oil  and  fruit  juice 
from  the  Milk  Office. 

A survev  is  taken  each  month  to  ensure  regular  attendance. 

Pauc  'Dii  ity-ois'ht 


Dental,  Aural  and  Orthopaedic  ('linics. 

Appointments  have  to  be  made,  registers  kept  and  records 
completed. 


Infant  Life  Protection. 

A register  is  kept  together 'with  details  of  each  child  and 
its  home  environment.  Much  time  is  spent  on  interviews  and 
correspondence  in  relation  to  these  children,  especially  when 
adoption  is  contemplated. 


Accounts. 

Ijast  year  £1,400  was  handled  by  this  department.  The 
sale  of  food  entails  a great  deal  of  clerical  work.  Orders  have 
to  be  sent,  stocks  checked,  accounts  checked  and  verified,  signed 
and  submitted  to  the  Accountant,  weekly  returns  made  and  regis- 
tered. Interviews  and  telephone  calls  occupy  a good  deal  of 
time  for  which  there  is  nothing  to  show. 


1 would  not  like  to  close  my  report  without  expressing 
my  appreciafion  of  the  work  of  my  colleagues,  and  in  partic- 
ular of  the  efficient  and  helpful  way  in  which  the  clerical  work 
is  done  in  mv  department. 


